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WHERE’S WHOOPI?
SEE PAGE 15 

www.santamonicamusic.com

Band & Orchestra Instruments

RENT-TO-OWN
(310) 453-1928

1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

GABY SCHKUD
(310)586-0308
The name you can depend on!

www.1047Harvard.com

FABULOUS DINNER SPECIALS
SERVED 4PM – 10PM

COMPLETE DINNERS $10.95

1433 Wilshire Boulevard,
at 15th Street

310-394-1131 OPEN 24 HOURS

BY MELODY HANATANI I Daily Press Staff Writer

LINCOLN MIDDLE SCHOOL There’s a video on YouTube
that has generated nearly 1,000 views since it was posted
last August. It isn’t the latest impressive basketball dunk
or footage of pirates versus ninjas, but rather an instruc-
tion on adding fractions using different denominators.

The lesson on lowest common denominators is led by
“Billy Billy,” a pseudonym for eighth-grade Lincoln
Middle School student Aleya Spielman, whose voice in
the video guides her fellow classmates how to solve a par-
ticular type of problem.

“Hi, my name is Billy Billy and today we’re going to
learn about adding
fractions with differ-
ent denominators by
using the LCD, or the
least common denom-
inator,” Spielman’s
voice can be heard
over the lesson.

The “Mathcast,”
created thanks to
Lincoln match teacher
Eric Marcos’ tablet PC,
is an example of how
technology has been
incorporated to
enhance the classroom
learning experience,
engaging students by
using an interactive
lesson plan and as a
result, encouraging
them to embrace the
subject.

One of the ways in
which technology has
been intertwined with
Marcos’ math class is with the addition of Web site
Mathtrain.com, a social and educational networking site
for the students in the class, a resource through which
they can download sample quizzes, converse with peers
through a messaging board and watch a series of
Mathcasts, ranging from subtracting fractions to round-
ing a decimal.

But it’s the Mathcasts that have caught the attention of
educators across the country, viewing the online video
lessons through sites like YouTube, TeacherTube and
Mathtrain.com. The videos have been featured in various
educational publications and have been a part of several
presentations by Alan November, a leading educational
and technological advocate.

Math 2.0

BY KEVIN HERRERA I Editor in Chief 

DOWNTOWN After roughly 18 months of work, it looks as if
a new business improvement district for Downtown is tak-
ing shape and could go before the City Council for discus-
sion in late March.

A working group comprised of residents, merchants and
property owners has agreed on the make-up of the board
that would oversee the proposed district, which would
stretch from Seventh Street to Ocean Avenue, Wilshire
Boulevard to Interstate 10.

The subject of much discussion, the board would include
six members appointed by the City Council, another six
selected by property owners paying assessments, and one
seat to be held by the city manager or his or her designee,
members of the working group said.

Members of the board would also have to come from
each of the three assessment zones of the proposed district,
which is expected to generate roughly $3.7 million a year for
additional services that would make Downtown cleaner,
more attractive and more secure.

That assessment would be in addition to the roughly
$1 million collected annually in the Bayside District that

covers the Third Street Promenade and surrounding
streets.

“This was a big accomplishment,” said Kathleen Rawson,
executive director of the Bayside District Corp., a public-pri-
vate management company that advises City Hall on matters
related to Downtown and a driving force behind the creation
of a new business improvement district.

“There have been some legitimate concerns about the
make up of the board on behalf of property owners, busi-
ness owners and … residents … on what they want the
City Council’s function to be,” Rawson said. “There was
also some talk about having prescribed seats or not hav-
ing them.”

Many merchants and property owners felt is was impera-
tive that they have some representation on the board since
they will be paying the majority of the assessment, while res-
idents and elected officials expressed concern about giving to
much power and control away given that Downtown is the
city’s “living room.” Currently the council appoints all mem-
bers of the Bayside board.

The working group as a whole did not recommend

Coming to a consensus

SEE MATHCAST PAGE 10SEE DOWNTOWN BID PAGE 10

PROGRESS? Brandon Wise bwise@smdp.com
John Merritt, an employee of Santa Monica Volvo for 12 years, watches the demolition of a home at 1325 Euclid St. on Monday
afternoon. "Its amazing what can happen in a week" Merrit said of the demolition. The house sat vacant for two years before it
was torn down to make way for an apartment complex. 

Photo courtesy
TECH SAVVY: A screenshot of a
Mathcast video on YouTube.

Kids use latest technology
to help one another excel



Hours: 6:30 a.m. – 10 p.m. Daily

(310) 829-9597

(corner of 20th & Santa Monica Blvd.)

1920 Santa Monica Blvd.
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Movie Screening: ‘Butch Cassidy & The Sundance Kid’
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 3 p.m. — 5 p.m.

The Monthly Movie Classic features America’s favorite Old West bandits,
Butch and Sundance; starring Paul Newman and Robert Redford. 

Free program. Seating first come, first served in the MLK Jr. Auditorium.

Kahn curates contemporary art
3026 Airport Ave., Noon — 6 p.m.

Arena 1 Gallery is exhibiting over 150 works by 25 artists; curated by
Fatima Kahn. Some of the artists represented are Amina Ahmed, Salma

Arastu, Siona Benjamin, and Bismillah. To view some of the pieces, 
which are for sale, visit www.santamonicaartstudios.com. 

Heal the Bay Speakers Bureau
1444 Ninth St., 1 p.m. — 4 p.m.

Join Speakers Bureau and become one of Heal the Bay’s most elite 
volunteers. Speakers present the causes and consequences of marine 

pollution to schools, community groups, clubs, businesses, 
and civic organizations throughout Los Angeles County. To sign up, 

visit www.healthebay.org/speakers.

Rent Control seminar
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 9:30 a.m. — Noon

Calling all residential rental tenants of Santa Monica. Learn the basics 
of the Santa Monica rent control laws. Among the topics to be covered 
are explanations of rent control, amenities, maintenance, and eviction 

protection.

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2008

VITA: Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
2601 Main St., 5 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Volunteers from the UCLA Anderson School of Management will 
provide free tax assistance to low and middle-income taxpayers; covering
answers and filing for both federal and state income tax forms. For more

information, call the Ocean Park Branch Library at (310) 392-3804.

Build a Better Brain
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 7:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Educational therapist Bibinaz Pirayesh will present a discussion on 
educational therapy. “Building a Better Brain: How to Help Your Struggling

Child Work Less and Do Better in School” will cover how parents of
struggling students can uncover what may be blocking the brain and how

to remove those barriers. For further information, contact the Main
Library’s Youth Services at (310) 458-8621, or visit

www.SuccessBeginsAtTheRoots.com.

Activist Support Circle Third Anniversary Event
1440 Harvard St., 6:30 p.m.

The nation’s first emotional support group for progressive activists has
been holding public support gatherings at the Friends Meeting Hall the last

Wednesday of each month for the past three years. All progressive
activists are welcome to help start the fourth year in a hopeful manner.

Brian Wright and The Waco Tragedies
1623 1/2 N. Cahuenga Blvd., LA, 10 p.m. — 11:30 p.m.

Texas-born Brian Wright and the Waco Tragedies — an Americana
Folk/Rock-inspired band — will play the Hotel Cafe tonight. Tickets 
are available at the door. For more information on the band, visit

www.myspace.com/thewacotragedies.

Eddie Says...

winter JEWELRY REPAIR CHECK LIST
Have jewelry cleaned & checked FREE*

Have watch battery checked FREE

Jewelry and watch repair estimates FREE

Have gemstone settings checked

Have bracelet clasps checked

Have watch battery changed

Have pearls restrung

New watch band

Have insurance appraisal updated

Have watch serviced

Update and redesign old jewelry

“Better To Be Safe
Than Sorry!”

��

��

��
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331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica   
2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store) 310.451.1349 

www.readersjewelers.com
*Limit three pieces.

Shop where they know your name
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GinaMarcheseFULLL SKIN

60 Minute Basic Facial
$60.00 w/Complimentary Eyebrow Wax!

VALID ONLY MONDAY-WEDNESDAY

320 SANTA MONICA BLVD
OFF 3RD STREET PROMENADE IN BAY CITIES BEAUTY SUPPLY (310) 562-1592

CARE
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PERSONAL • BUSINESS • OFFERS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

IRS 
PROBLEMS?
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Editor’s note: This story is part of an ongo-
ing series that tracks the city’s expenditures
appearing on upcoming Santa Monica City
Council consent agendas. Consent agenda
items are routinely passed by the City Council
with little or no discussion from elected offi-
cials or the public. However, many of the items
have been part of public discussion in the past.

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Before the Annenberg
Community Beach Club is open to Santa
Monica’s sunbathers and swimmers next
year, there’s the matter of cleaning up a can-
cer-causing material.

The City Council tonight will be asked

to appropriate  $242,000 to remove
asbestos and lead-containing materials at
the former Marion Davies Estate, part of
an approximately $5.3 million spending
package.

Once the beachside home of Hollywood
starlet Marion Davies, a gift received from
newspaper tycoon William Randolph Hearst
during the 1930s, the five-acre property at
415 Pacific Coast Highway is currently being
rehabilitated into a public beach club.

The 110-room mansion was sold in 1945
and operated as a luxury hotel until the late
1950s, after which point the mansion was
demolished and the rest of the property was
used as a private beach club called “Sand and
Sea Club.” City Hall opened the facility as a
public beach club until it was put out of
commission following the 1994 Northridge
Earthquake.

The Annenberg Foundation in 2004
awarded a $27.5 million grant for the reha-
bilitation and adaptive reuse.

It was during the course of rehabilitation
of the pool, parking lot and north house that
revealed the contamination. Midwest

Environmental Control Inc. was already
contracted to perform asbestos abatement.
The council will be asked to extend the exist-
ing contract with the company by $242,745
to perform the additional abatement work at
the pool, parking lot and north house. The
total amount includes a roughly $22,000
contingency fee.

MAKING WATER SAFE FOR DRINKING
More than a decade after a fuel additive

was detected in the groundwater, shutting
down five wells that produced the local
drinking supply, City Hall is planning to
construct a new water treatment facility,
decreasing its dependence on imported
drinking water.

The council will be asked to spend
roughly $4.3 million for pre-construction
services to construct a new treatment facili-
ty at Charnock Well Field and upgrade the
Arcadia Water Treatment Plant.

It was in 1996 when five groundwater
production wells were shut down in the

More asbestos found at 415 
Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com

UNDER CONSTRUCTION: Workers on Monday install support beams at the Annenberg Community Beach Club, formerly the Marion Davies Estate.

Council to consider
spending roughly
$240K for removal

SEE CONSENT PAGE 11

BY JON HABER
Special to the Daily Press 

DOWNTOWN The Crossroads girls’ bas-
ketball team blew out its third-straight
playoff opponent last Friday to advance to
the Division V A CIF-SS Championship at
the Long Beach Pyramid.

The No. 1-seeded Delphic League
champion Roadrunners (19-7) will take
on No. the 3-seeded Sierra Canyon
Trailblazers of Chatsworth (22-4) in a
Delphic League showdown. Crossroads
has already defeated its league rival twice
this season — 55-50 in Chatsworth and
61-53 in Santa Monica.

Head coach Kevin Cormier knows the
key to this game, as it was in the previous
two victories, will be defense.

“We’ve done it all year. We have to
defend [Sierra Canyon] really well and
take them out of what they like to do,” he
said. “They like to run, so we’re going to
have to limit them to one shot and be real
patient on offense.”

One big advantage the Roadrunners
have over the Trailblazers is their size
down in the post.

“We could dominate the inside, and
we have to do that to win the game,”
Cormier said.

The Roadrunners have been clicking
on all cylinders since the playoffs began.
They defeated their first two opponents
— Noli Indian of San Jacinto and Sacred
Heart of Jesus of Los Angeles — by a
combined 103-points.

Crossroads used a stellar second half to
bury Los Angeles Baptist of North Hills
47-26 in the team’s semifinals matchup
last Saturday.

“We were up 19-11 at the half, but they
were making us play their game,” Cormier
said. “In the second half, we got our run-
ning game going and we got to them a lit-
tle bit.”

The Roadrunner’s eighth-straight
victory gives the team plenty of momen-
tum heading into the biggest game of
the season.

Crossroads:
Another

blow out,
reach finals

SEE PLAYOFFS PAGE 11
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David Pisarra Send comments to editor@smdp.com

What’s the Point?
Speaking out on the environment
Editor:

I have been quiet on the subject of saving the ficus
trees on Second and Fourth streets in Santa Monica, and
the proposed ban on plastic shopping bags.  It seems to
me that Santa Monica’s concern about the environment
does not include the trees, about which there has been so
much fracas!  Perhaps somebody has already addressed
the issue of the heavy traffic on both streets involved.
Trees thrive on carbon monoxide, and there is plenty of it
emitted from the constant flow of traffic down these two
thoroughfares! Therefore, those trees help the environ-
ment, it seems to me.  So, I wonder why there is such
intense interest in removing them?

As far as the ban on the plastic shopping bags, is the city
of Santa Monica also considering a ban on plastic trash bags
sold in supermarkets, etc.? …  I am a fanatical recycler, and
I never, never, dispose of the supermarket shopping bags
improperly. As a matter of fact, I use the paper bags from
the supermarket, along with the plastic bags to collect and
dispose of my personal trash.  Personally, I think the plastic
trash bags sold for that purpose are worse than those bags
one receives from supermarkets.  

Perhaps the better alternative might be imposing a
penalty on anyone who improperly disposes of plastic
supermarket bags, and the encouragement of the proper
recycling of them … If the city has a plan for how people
are to dispose of their trash in other than store bought
plastic trash bags, then, I would like to hear about it.  

Oh, while we are on the subject of penalties, how come
the city of Santa Monica, so environmentally concerned,
allows the continued use of blowers by every single gar-
dener in Santa Monica. I thought it was illegal. They not
only pollute the environment through exhaust, they are
also responsible for noise pollution as well.  How about
renewing the ban on blowers, and making an effort to
enforce it.

Oh, well, I am just one little voice in all of this.
Julia Reeves

Santa Monica 

A cottage worth saving
Editor:

I urge City Council to uphold the landmark status of
2219 Ocean Avenue on Tuesday and deny the University of
Illinois Foundation’s  appeal to demolish it. Ask anyone
who lives in the neighborhood, passes by on Ocean
Avenue or simply enjoys our beach, the little yellow cot-
tage between Pacific and Strand has been an unofficial
landmark in the neighborhood for decades, especially
since it (and) every other one like it has disappeared from
the beach front.

It represents the very essence of early Santa Monica,
the last original 1900s single-story cottage of its kind left
to be seen in full view from the beach. It brings a smile to
all who pass, its clapboard siding and simple lines evoking
the good old days when Santa Monica was just a humble
resort town … In fact, it’s struck such a chord in the com-
munity that over 2,400 signatures have been collected in
a petition to save it.

Our Landmarks Commission unanimously designated it
a  landmark. Stripping the cottage of this status would
inevitably lead to its demolition, and the end of an era.
What a travesty it would be to stroll down Ocean Avenue
(Ocean Park’s original Main Street) or the beachfront
someday to realize that this unique window into our past
has been replaced by cold concrete and steel when it
could have been saved … It could easily survive another
century, preserving our unique beach heritage and becom-
ing even more special to Santa Monica. 

Erin Maynes
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
EMAIL TO: EDITOR@SMDP.COM OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com

I SEE BLACK PEOPLE.
I also see Asians, and Hispanics. Every

day when I walk my dog, I run across a
United Nations of people in my neighbor-
hood. I have friends from all walks of life in
my world.

As a white, male, lawyer in this city, I
should never feel out of place. At least that’s
the party line, the perception of what it
means to be me. But the reality is, as a gay
man, I can hide. People don’t see me and
think “he’s so gay.” I don’t project my differ-
ence unless I want to.

Frequently I will hide. I found myself in a
roomful of men in just the last 48 hours,
most of whom were straight and the banter
was of the usual locker room variety. Lots of
bragging about their sexual prowess, and
posturing about being manly men. There
was the customary name calling so common
among teenage boys, that is so hard for some
grown men to grow out of. One young man
was bragging how his girlfriend left her “rich
little faggot boyfriend” for him.

I immediately shut down. One word, and
I was affected like a punch to the gut. I felt
like the smallest guy in the room, and the
game of “smear the queer” was floating just
below the surface, and I didn’t want to do
anything to make it come to the surface. I sat
in that room and was scared.

Not for my physical safety, but for my
emotional stability. I didn’t want to be
picked on, I didn’t want to be the “faggot”
again. I just wanted to fade into the back-
ground. And that is precisely what I did.

I know where my fears come from. It’s
years of hearing jokes like, “What does GAY
stand for? Got Aids Yet?” And childhood
games like “smear the queer.” They’re just
words, but somewhere along the road to
adulthood, they became part of me. They
made me homophobic. Which is not a good
thing for a gay man.

The fact is that I haven’t actually been dis-
criminated against for being gay. I haven’t
lost friends, clients, housing, a job, or been
treated poorly by anyone for over two
decades. Well, except for myself, I’ve been
pretty mean to myself. Every time I hide, it
eats at my self esteem.

February was Black History month. A
month dedicated to showcasing the
accomplishments of African Americans in
our society. I didn’t get why it was neces-
sary. I never really understood the need for
a month to honor those of African
American heritage. I didn’t see open
racism in our society like in the south. I
couldn’t see how historical discrimination
could affect people today.

Today I get it. This weekend I made the

connection between years of self hatred, and
self-esteem; I see now how much words and
jokes have hurt me, so I can only guess at
what years of actual discrimination and
hatred can do to a person’s self-esteem.

My brother used to tell me that we cannot
understand something until we can “internal-
ize an externality,” and for years I didn’t
understand that. The easiest way to convey
the meaning is to say that we wont know what
someone else’s reality is like, until we can con-
nect it to our own life and experiences.

As soon as you do that, however, the focus
becomes so clear. It’s like something clicks
into place and you can suddenly see what
you’ve never seen before, even though it’s
been there all along.

I don’t know what the next phase of this
evolution of my awareness will bring. I hope
it will bring me greater empathy and under-
standing. I’ve been told that we all want the
same thing, connection with each other. Yet
I also see how much my fears are mirrored in
others.

That young man who is so full of brag-
gadocio, is also very scared. He’s scared, just
the same as I was, of being the queer that
gets smeared. He wants to fit in, the same
way I do. The same way we all do.

I’ve known for years that the person who
is yelling in an argument is the one who is
wrong. Today I know that the one who is
proclaiming his superiority, is really the
insecure one. Today I see what the point of
Black History month is, in a way that I never
could before.

DAVID PISARRA is a Family Law Attorney in
the Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist.  He
welcomes your questions and comments.  He
can be reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com or
310/664-9969.

Words hurt like
sticks and stones

THEY’RE JUST WORDS,
BUT SOMEWHERE ALONG

THE ROAD TO ADULT-
HOOD, THEY BECAME

PART OF ME. THEY MADE
ME HOMOPHOBIC.  WHICH

IS NOT A GOOD THING
FOR A GAY MAN. 
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Your column here

RECYCLE NOW!
WE PAY THE BEST RATES!

Santa Monica Recycling Center 
2411 Delaware Avenue • (310) 453-9677
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MY DENTIST 
IS SO BORING ...

HE ALMOST PUTS
ME TO SLEEP!

DOES THIS  SOUND LIKE YOU?
� Dental Anxiety?
� Traumatic Childhood Experiences?
� Advanced Dental Problems?

HELP WITHOUT JUDGEMENT IS AVAILABLE
� Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy upon request
� Dental Anesthesiologist available for IV sedation

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DENTAL OFFICE 

and WE ACCEPT DENTAL INSURANCE

� General Dentistry
� Cosmetics
� Implants
� Invisalign orthodontics
� Root Canals
� Periodontics (gums)
� Digital Super Low Radiation x-rays

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 9 0
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FREE
TEETH WHITENING

a $250.00 VALUE 
With Exam,X-Rays and Cleaning.

Some restrictions may apply. Call for
details. Offer Good for 60 days.

or

$1 EXAM
NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INITIAL EXAM,CONSULATION &

COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
Some restrictions may apply.Call for details.
Offer good for 60 Days. #004

WWHATT AREE YOUU AFRAIDD OF?
Flying?? Publicc Speaking?

Doctors?? Exams?

Auditions?? Spiders?? Heights?

Wee cann makee themm disappear!

John McGrail C.Ht.
Clinical Hypnotherapist
(310) 235-2883  www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

We use muscle relax-
ing techniques – not
medication – to ease
our client’s pain. Call
us today to learn
about our program!

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
WITH MENTION
OF THIS AD.2001 S. Barrington Ave. West L.A. 

310.473.2020

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE IRAQI WAR, A
fighter pilot known affectionately by fellow
troops as “Chocks” was shot down in his
Warthog A—10 attack jet over Baghdad. The
young serviceman was lucky — two U.S. search
and rescue helicopters soon appeared, dropped
their courageous crew and extracted him under
heavy enemy fire.

But just like the exasperating inability of
Washington to provide the armed services with
sufficient body armor and state of the art
armored vehicles, search and rescue missions
are about to fall victim to the latest beltway
squabble — an intramural fight by disgruntled
military contractors that could leave military
members wounded on the battle field without
any lifeline. And politicians wonder why voters
are clamoring for change.

Due to logging hundreds of such life—sav-
ing missions as part of operations Enduring
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom in Afghanistan
and Iraq, our current fleet of search and rescue
choppers is wearing down and out.A senior Air
Force official recently noted that the fleet of
Pave Hawk rescue helicopters now serving in
Iraq has a diminished success rate and faces a
“severe problem,” pointing out that we simply
don’t have enough choppers to do the job.

Seeking to avoid another political controver-
sy, the Department of Defense has scrambled to
augment the aging fleet with next—generation
replacements. The Air Force awarded the con-
tract to Boeing — widely seen in the industry
and the military as possessing the most sophis-
ticated rescue helicopter with the highest top
speed, longest range, largest carrying capacity,
and the best capabilities at the lowest risk.

But the delivery of these much needed aeri-
al lifelines to the troops is in doubt now because
the two jilted competitors who lost the contract
have figured out how to tie it up in knots. In a
tawdry game of brinkmanship with the U.S.Air
Force, the two competitors — aerospace giants
Lockheed Martin and Sikorsky — realized that
a protest could so delay the critical project that
a frustrated Department of Defense might
relent and give them a share of the project.

For the most part, the competitors’ legal
action was roundly and summarily dismissed
by the independent arbiter — the
Government Accountability Office (GAO) —
except for one technicality relating to what
many experts regard as a minor cost factor in
the contract award.

But the two losing competitors knew that the
arcane rules of the GAO process were on their
side, and that they could get the much sought
after litigation bottleneck if they could sustain
even a single complaint about the winning con-
tract,however insignificant. By forcing the GAO
to concede a small error relating to how certain

components of Boeing’s winning rescue helicop-
ter would be accounted for over the entire “life—
cycle” of the project, Lockheed and Sikorsky
were able to essentially block new search and res-
cue helicopters from reaching the troops.

To be sure, the GAO is not to blame. Old
procurement laws, written at a time when
defense acquisitions were simpler, require this
kind of throwing the baby out with bathwater
on a technicality. But those laws never antici-
pated that our military members could be left
in the cold in the middle of a war. Right now,
our troops are making the ultimate sacrifice for
the freedom of people across the world and for
the security of our homeland. The least we can
do is provide enough weapons, body armor,
vehicles, and the search and rescue aircraft to
ensure they are able to complete their missions
and return safely to their families.

Air Force Secretary Michael Wynne noted
that this bureaucratic layover “may be where all
of procurement is going: a protest, some find-
ings, some resolution and then onward.”
However, if that resolution never arrives, nei-
ther will aircraft, tanks, body armor, nor a
whole host of essential military supplies upon
which our fighting men and women depend.
For the sake of our troops, Congress should
move this contract and other stalled contracts
forward with appropriate speed and should
provide a stern warning to mendacious corpo-
rate defense contractors that they should never
exploit legal loopholes at the expense of troop
safety. It wouldn’t hurt defense contractors to
recall the rescuer motto: “These things [we] do
that others may live.”

Retired ARMY CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER
RICHARD KRELL served the U.S. Army proudly on
a number of military and humanitarian operations,
including Desert Storm, Desert Shield, Operation
Provide Comfort, Operation Enduring Freedom,
among others. He can be reached at
richard.krell@us.army.mil

That others may live

OUR TROOPS ARE MAKING THE
ULTIMATE SACRIFICE FOR THE

FREEDOM OF PEOPLE ACROSS THE
WORLD AND FOR THE SECURITY
OF OUR HOMELAND.  THE LEAST
WE CAN DO IS PROVIDE ENOUGH
WEAPONS, BODY ARMOR, VEHI-

CLES, AND THE SEARCH AND RES-
CUE AIRCRAFTS ...   

Growing in a new direction

The City Council last week denied an
appeal made by local activists to landmark a
number of ficus trees in the downtown area.
The Treesavers are now taking the city to
court to continue their fight.

So this week’s Q-Line question asks:
How far — within the law — do you think

the Treesavers should go to save the trees? 

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. Please
limit responses to a minute or less.

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y
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SIGN UP FOR FREE AMBER ALERTS ON YOUR CELL PHONE. What could be worse than that feeling of dread when, for a few seconds, you lose sight of your child? Imagine
that feeling if your child were actually taken.  Go to wirelessamberalerts.org.  Sign up today.  Then when an AMBER Alert is issued in the areas you’ve chosen, you’ll receive
a free text message.  If you spot the vehicle, the suspect or the child described in the Alert, immediately call 911.  If your phone is wireless, you’re no longer helpless.

A child is calling for help.

BY DAISY NGUYEN
Associated Press Writer 

HACIENDA HEIGHTS The only familiar
signs at the McDonald’s in this large Asian
community are the golden arches, the
drive-through and the menu. Gone are the
plastic furniture, Ronald McDonald and
the red and yellow palette that has defined
the world’s largest hamburger chain.
Leather seats, earth tones, bamboo plants
and water trickling down glass panels have
taken their place.

The makeover elements are meant to help
diners achieve happiness and fortune —
whether they realize it or not.

That’s because the restaurant was
redesigned using the principles of feng shui,
the ancient Chinese practice of arranging
objects and numbers to promote health, har-
mony and prosperity.

The concept is an unlikely fit with fast
food. But the restaurant’s owners say the
designs are aimed at creating a soothing
setting that will encourage diners to linger
over their burgers and fries, and come back
again.

The makeover is part of the attempt by
McDonald’s Corp. in recent years to remod-
el hundreds of its restaurants to attract more
patrons with unique decor and amenities
that might entice them stay awhile.

It also fits into McDonald’s larger corpo-
rate practice of catering to local tastes, such
as a fondue-style burger in France or a pita-
wrapped “McArabia” sandwich in the
Middle East.

“We can’t look too cookie cutter,” Mark

Brownstein, one of three owners of the
restaurant, said about the new decor.

The basic principles of feng shui include
placing strategic representations of five nat-
ural elements — earth, water, fire, metal and
wood — around the room to increase the
flow of chi, or energy.

Feng shui (pronounced fung shway) has
been employed in the designs of high-rises,
banks, even zoo exhibits, and has been pop-
ularized by countless coffee table books and
TV shows such as HGTV’s “Fun Shui.” It’s
also used in the designs of the Panda Express
Chinese food chain.

The McDonald’s in this Los Angeles sub-
urb boasts wood ceiling, silver-coated chairs,
plus red accents throughout the dining area
to symbolize fire and “good luck, laughter
and prosperity,” said Brenda Clifford, who
designed the dining area.

The textured walls patterned after ocean
waves symbolize “life and relaxation — the
balanced things that you want in your life,”
she said.

Customers are responding positively,
whether or not they recognize the feng shui
elements.

“When we first walked in we were
amazed, we were happy we skipped the
drive-through and went inside,” Andrew
Chen said while lounging in a white leather
booth with a friend.

Chen, 20, said he didn’t notice the feng
shui elements. He just thought it was a mod-
ern interior.

Two workers at the nearby post office said
they’ve been taking more lunch breaks at the
remodeled McDonald’s, which opened in

late December.
“We’re here two, three times a week,”

Waldo Alfaro said as he munched on a Filet-
O-Fish and a salad. “It’s relaxing, you don’t
feel any pressure here.”

Nevermind that this is the same
McDonald’s that’s been vilified by critics
over its artery-clogging Big Macs and
fries.

The buzz about the feng shui McDonald’s
is starting to attract curious onlookers.

“It’s successful as a design. It’s got a very
clean, open, airy appearance,” said Elaine
Bjorklund. “I’m not a McDonald’s
habituee.It would be interesting to see if this
trend will spread.”

Brownstein said he and his partners chose
the feng shui makeover because the restau-
rant is located near a renowned Buddhist
temple, which is considered good luck. The
designs were meant to appeal to the area’s
growing Asian population, but were also
done in a way that would help all customers
tap their inner Zen.

While the menu remains the same, there
is a McCafe offering lattes and gourmet cof-
fee drinks.

When McDonald’s restaurants in Europe
upgraded their decor several years ago by
adding hardwood floors, armchairs, TVs and
other enhancements, sales went up,
Brownstein said.

He said business has picked up at his
restaurant too.

Other franchise owners are taking notice.
Clifford said her company has been hired to
feng shui two more McDonald’s in Southern
California.

By Associated Press

SANTA BARBARA Towering waves up to
28 feet pounding the California coast has
forced closure of Stearns Wharf in Santa
Barbara and the Pismo Beach Pier.

Storm-tossed seas sent the giant
breakers crashing to shore Sunday and
forecasters say
the big waves —
ranging from a
common 16 to
24 feet and
peaking at 28
feet — will last
through today.

A huge wave
Sunday knocked
three people
walking on the
Santa Barbara
Harbor break-
water into the
water. They
were rescued by the harbor patrol and
taken to Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital.

The breakwater and Stearns Wharf
were shut down because of the waves.

The Pismo Beach Pier was also closed
Sunday afternoon as a precaution.

Pismo, Santa
Barbara piers
closed due to
rough waves 

Fast food goes feng shui

GOT 
OP-ED?
Say it loud, 
say it proud,
but keep your guest
commentary to 800
words or less. Send
submissions to 
EDITOR@SMDP.COM.
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Dentistry 
with a Smile!

Sanaz Khoubnazar DMD
General & Cosmetic

Dentistry 

2915 Santa Monica Blvd.,
Suite 3
Santa Monica
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Summer Guide 2008
THE MOST WIDELY DISTRIBUTED & COMPREHENSIVE SUMMER GUIDE TO THE WESTSIDE!

Summer Guide is the ONLY compre-
hensive tourist and visitor guide that
is produced specifically to target
international and regional tourists.

SPACE RESERVATION
DEADLINE IS MAY 9! 

CALL NOW!

410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica
p. (310) 458-7737           f. (310) 576-9913
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BY LISA LEFF 
Associated Press Writer

You know you’re in a different kind of
college when a teaching assistant sets five
marijuana plants down in the middle of a
lab and no one blinks a bloodshot eye.

Welcome to Oaksterdam University, a
new trade school where higher education
takes on a whole new meaning.

The school prepares people for jobs in
California’s thriving medical marijuana
industry. For $200 and the cost of two
required textbooks, students learn how to
cultivate and cook with cannabis, study
which strains of pot are best for certain ail-
ments, and are instructed in the legalities of
a business that is against the law in the eyes
of the federal government.

“My basic idea is to try to professionalize
the industry and have it taken seriously as a
real industry, just like beer and distilling
hard alcohol,” said Richard Lee, 45, an
activist and pot-dispensary owner who
founded the school in a downtown store-
front last fall.

So far, 60 students have completed the
two-day weekend course, which is sold out
through May. At the end of the class, stu-
dents are given a take -home test, with the
highest scorer — make that “top scorer” —
earning the title of class valedictorian.

Before getting to Horticulture 101, the
hands-on highlight of Oaksterdam U, the 20
budding botanists, entrepreneurs and politi-
cal activists at a recent weekend session sat

politely through two law lectures and a visit-
ing professor’s history talk.

In the lab, Lee measured plant food into
a plastic garbage can and explained how,
with common sense, upgraded electrical
outlets, a fan and an air filter, students can
grow pot at home for fun, health, public
service — or profit.

Lee explained to his students how to
prune and harvest plants, handing the clip-
ping shears to a woman who wasn’t sure how
close to the stalk to cut without damaging it.
He offered his thoughts on which commer-
cial nutrient preparations are best, as well as
the advantages of hydroponics, or soil—free
gardening.

During a discussion of neighbor rela-
tions, he warned against setting boobytraps
to keep curious kids out of outdoor gardens.

Students gave various reasons for
enrolling. Some said they were simply curi-
ous. Others said they wanted tips for grow-
ing their own weed, although judging from
the questions, a few were ready for the grad-
uate seminar Lee recently added to the cur-
riculum.

Jeff Sanders, 52, said he has been buying
medical marijuana since 2003, but wants to
open a dispensary in the San Joaquin Valley
because he doesn’t like having to drive up to
San Francisco and paying the markup.

“I see it as a good thing. You are giving
back to the community,” Sanders said.

Patrick O’Shaughnessy, 37, said he started
smoking pot regularly for the first time
about a year ago to treat his chronic

migraines, depression and anxiety. After
attending class, he said felt more confident
about growing his own, which he wants to
do because the dispensary he frequents often
sells out of his favorite strain.

Oaksterdam U draws its name from the
jokey nickname for a section of Oakland
where some of California’s earliest medical
marijuana dispensaries took root. The
nickname in turn was inspired by the city
of Amsterdam, in Holland, where pot use is
tolerated.

At one point, the Oaksterdam neighbor-
hood had at least 15 clubs and coffee shops
selling pot, a number that dwindled to four
when the city started issuing permits and
collecting taxes from them a few years ago.

California was the first of a dozen states
that have legalized marijuana use for
patients with a doctor’s recommendation.
Despite periodic raids by federal drug agents
and the threat of prosecution, clubs and
cooperatives where customers can buy the
drug of their choice have proliferated;

California has 300 to 400, according to advo-
cacy groups.

Entry-level workers are paid a little more
than minimum wage, while “bud tenders,”
can make over $50,000 a year, and owners
and top managers more than $100,000, Lee
said. But there’s also a certain amount of risk
— and not just financial, but legal.

Michael Chapman, an assistant agent in
charge with the Drug Enforcement Agency’s
San Francisco office, said authorities are
aware of Oaksterdam U and don’t see any

reason to shut it down. Talking about mari-
juana is not illegal, and while a small
amount of pot is kept on the premises, the
DEA tries “to concentrate our case work on
the most significant violators,” he said.

Still, Chapman said he doesn’t like Lee’s
effort to wrap cannabis education in a cap
and gown.

“I think they are sending the wrong mes-
sage out to the community and it’s some-
thing that could only facilitate criminal
behavior,” he said.

Oakland school turns out pot club pros

MY BASIC IDEA IS TO TRY TO PROFESSION-
ALIZE THE INDUSTRY AND HAVE IT TAKEN

SERIOUSLY AS A REAL INDUSTRY, JUST LIKE BEER
AND DISTILLING HARD .”

Richard Lee, an activist, pot-dispensary owner, and founder of Oaksterdam University
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The video library has slowly been build-
ing since the first video was launched on
Valentine’s Day of last year when “Bob,” also
known as seventh-grader Camilla Spielman,
sister of Aleya, created a video on propor-
tions. For the Lincoln student, math has
always been a strong suit, and creating the
videos came naturally.

“I thought it would be fun if other people
could hear me (online),” Spielman said.

The concept behind the Mathcasts is
“kids teaching kids,” understanding that
some things are better understood to stu-
dents when the message is relayed by a peer.

They just seem to speak the same 
anguage.

“We have a different language,” Leo
Erickson, a seventh grader who took Marcos’
class last year, said. “If they explained it to
me, I would get it a lot easier.”

The online videos have come in handy
during occasions in which Erickson would-
n’t normally think about math. While
watching his sister’s soccer game last year,
Erickson used his dad’s cell phone to watch
a lesson, enabling the student to get a head
start on his homework.

“Math is easy now,” Erickson, who also
uploads the Mathcast to his iPod, said. “It
makes a lot more sense.”

Many of the student say they refer to the
online videos if they get stuck on a math
problem at home. Others say the Mathcasts
are a good way to catch up with school work
if they miss a day of class.

“When I do my homework and I don’t get
something, I can always go on and find out
(how to solve the problem),” Emily Claus, a
sixth grade student, said during class on
Monday.“Then all of a sudden, it makes sense.”

The Mathcast has become a daily ritu-
al for Matthew Cianfrone, a sixth grade
student who reviews the day’s lessons
online.

“It’s easier and more fun than to just look
at a textbook,” Cianfrone said.

Most of the videos were made by Aleya
and Camilla Spielman or former classmate
Tiana Kadkhoda, who was responsible for
six herself.

Creating the videos and guiding the les-
sons have actually helped the student pro-
ducers understand the material better
because the videos are all unscripted, testing
the student’s knowledge of the subject.

It is for this reason that the videos are so
easily understandable to other students,
Kadkhoda said.

“When a kid explains something, it’s dif-
ferent than a teacher,” she said. “We’re at the
same level of intelligence and our brains
work the same way.”

The videos have also caught the attention
of other teachers at Lincoln Middle School,
some who plan to also incorporate the
teaching method in their own classrooms.

Rose Supangan, a seventh-grade math
teacher at Lincoln, showed a video on slopes
to her pre-Algebra class last week, receiving a
positive reaction from the students who
showed an interest in adopting the
Mathcasts.

“All of the kids were so excited to do the
problems,” she said.

The kid-driven Mathcast concept will be
presented at two educational conferences

this year in Las Vegas and in Boston, reach-
ing educators from across the country.
Marcos, who will travel to the two confer-
ences, said he one day hopes to have a video
made on every single lesson or topic and
have a tablet PC available for each student in
his class.

“It encourages kids to work with each
other and collaborate,” Marcos said.

melodyh@smdp.com

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com
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Melody Hanatani  melodyh@smdp.com 
LESSON LEARNED: Lincoln Middle School seventh-grader Camilla Spielman creates a new edu-
cational math video for classmates as part of her teacher's Mathcast program, which uses the
Internet to help students solve problems. The Mathcasts have caught on across the nation and will
be presented at two educational conferences this year in Las Vegas and in Boston.

Learning math in
the iPod world
FROM MATCHCAST PAGE 1

having prescribed seats, but instead
adopted a philosophy when it comes to
selection. The members said they want to
ensure that all stakeholders are represent-
ed on the board, but realize that not
everyone will be able to volunteer, so set-
ting aside a certain number of seats for
one constituency may not be practical,
Rawson said.

The working group also agreed that the
new district, if approved by a majority of
those who are to be assessed, would be good
for 20 years, but require a vote by the prop-
erty owners after 10 years to determine if it
should continue. The working group also
discussed restructuring the business license
tax so that hotels in other areas of the city
would pay more to help fund an ambassador
program since those hotels would see some
benefit.

Under the proposed plan, assessments
would be based on the property’s size and
location. A property on the popular

promenade would pay the most at 88
cents a square foot, while properties on
neighboring Second and Fourth streets
and Ocean Avenue would pay 44 cents,
while those on Fifth to Seventh streets
would pay 22 cents.

A series of community meetings to dis-
cuss the details of the proposed BID are
scheduled for March 5, with hopes of
bringing a final draft to the council for
discussion on March 25, said Rawson, who
admits there is still a lot of hard work
ahead as she and other supporters try to
convince property owners in the district to
pay more.

“Typically when a district like this is
proposed, it’s because the area is run
down,” Rawson said. “This is a hard pitch
because (property owners) can only go
up. The challenge is that people can be
content and happy with the way things are
and our job is to help people focus on the
future.”

kevinh@smdp.com

New Downtown BID shapes up 
FROM DOWNTOWN BID PAGE 1

LOS ANGELES 
Officials want downtown rail to link three light-rail lines

Transportation leaders want a 1.6-mile downtown Los Angeles rail system to link the
area's three light-rail lines.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority's proposal for a Gold, Blue and Expo line is
being reviewed during public meetings this week. After examining public comments, the
MTA staff will make a recommendation this summer.

MTA chief of countywide planning and development Diego Cardoso says funding for
the regional connector hasn't been earmarked.

The downtown rail link will run above or below ground, stretching from the future Gold
Line extension in Little Tokyo to the Blue Line's Flower Street station. The 8.6-mile Expo
Line now under construction ends at the Flower Street station.

DAILY PRESS STAFF
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The championship game is set to be
played either Friday or Saturday. CIF offi-
cials will announce the date and time of the
matchup Wednesday.

TOUGH LOSS FOR SAMOHI GIRLS’ B-BALL 
The Santa Monica High School girls’ bas-

ketball team (24-5) couldn’t find a way to
stop Los Osos’ junior center Cierra Warren
in its quarterfinals CIF-SS Division IV AA
playoff matchup Saturday, leading to a sec-
ond-straight third-round road-playoff exit
for the Vikings.

Samohi lost 52-49 to Los Osos of Rancho
Cucamonga (24-5), snapping the Vikings’
season-high 11-game winning streak and
ending their hopes for a CIF championship.

“We weren’t ready for it to end yet,” said
Samohi head coach Marty Verdugo. “But we
had some great memories. As one player
said, ‘We felt like we got on the basketball
map this year.’”

Samohi was the Ocean League champion,
compiling a 9-1 record in league play, setting
up the makings for a strong playoff run. The
Vikings won easily against their first two
playoff opponents — Redlands East Valley
and Blair of Pasadena. — but were over-
matched by the 6’4 Warren in Saturday’s
contest.

“She was everything we heard she
would be, and better,” Verdugo said. “We
double and tripple-teamed her… She
used her strength to dominate on the
offensive end.”

Warren scored 27 of the Grizzlies 52-
points, and she didn’t relax on the other end
of the court either.

“She had a double-double in blocks and
rebounds, which made it really difficult for
us to drive,” Verdugo said.

Playing without standout senior center
Katy Keating due to injury, the Vikings were

forced to play small, which weakened their
inside game and made it difficult to spread
out their offense.

Samohi senior shooting guard Daisy
Feder had 16-points and continued her
impressive post-season play alongside senior
point guard Karlia Batilla, who scored 11-
points and made several key baskets down
the stretch to keep the game close.

SAMOHI BOYS’ SOCCER PREVIEW
The Ocean League champion Samohi

boys’ soccer team (24-0-1) looks to continue
its march toward a championship banner in
Santa Monica today against Channel Islands
of Oxnard (18-2-1) in a CIF-SS Division IV
semifinals matchup.

The Vikings are coming off a 7-0 stomp-
ing against Bloomington last Thursday in
the quarterfinals.

“We’re definitely going to carry that
momentum [into the game today],” Samohi
head soccer coach Frank Gatell said. “I’ve
never seen anything quite like that before,
especially in a quarterfinals match.”

The Vikings played nearly flawless soccer
during the last 20-minutes of the first half.
The team built a 5-0 by half time.

The Raiders, however, are looking to
prove their 2-1 victory over Del Rey League
champion Cathedral in the quarterfinals was
no fluke. Junior midfielder Jesus Landeros is
an offensive weapon Samohi will need to
contain.

“They depend heavily on Landeros,”
Gatell said. “He is very dangerous. We’re not
going to play scared of him, but we’ll be cog-
nitive of his abilities because they play most
of their game through him.”

The game is set to start at 3 p.m.

news@smdp.com 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2008Visit us online at smdp.com
Local

11

Charnock Well Field after a leak of methyl
tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE), a chemical
usually added to motor gasoline, was discov-
ered from underground storage tanks and
pipes owned by several oil companies.

Since the wells were shut down, the
Metropolitan Water District (MWD) has
supplied most of the local drinking water,
with about 20 percent coming from other
local groundwater wells owned by City Hall.
The MWD water is blended with local well
water and treated through the Arcadia Water
Treatment Plant before it is distributed.

The new treatment facility and the
upgrade at the Arcadia Water Treatment Plant
will be funded through a settlement agree-
ment reached with liable oil companies.

MANAGING DEBT 
The council will be asked to add about

$150,000 to an existing contract with a
financial advisory firm that assists various
city departments and agencies with financial

planning and debt-related services.
The Public Resources Advisory Group

signed a $100,000 five-year contract with
City Hall last summer. The agency is antici-
pated to assist in various ongoing financial
matters and as a result, city staff is recom-
mending that the firm’s contract be extend-
ed to $250,000.

RECYCLING BINS, TAKE TWO
After failing to receive the necessary five

votes of approval from the council, city
staff is bringing back a proposal to pur-
chase up to $500,000 worth of refuse and
recycling bins.

In a 4-2 vote, the council approved the
emergency purchase of 800 bins earlier this
month. But under the municipal code, at
least five affirmative votes are required in
order for the funding item to be in effect.

It is estimated that 50 bins will be needed
this month and 250 every month from
March until May.

melodyh@smdp.com

Moving closer to
getting clean H2O
FROM CONSENT PAGE 3

Samohi boys’ soccer to
play for a championship 
FROM PLAYOFFS PAGE 3
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FIND THEM IN THE MARKET

TRYING TO MARKET YOURSELF?
DO IT WITH THE SMDP SERVICE DIRECTORY.

CALL TO ADVERTISE FOR $144 A MONTh/6 days a week

CALL for details - 310.458.7737 
OR E-MAIL CLASSIFIEDS MANAGER ANNIEK@SMDP.COM

BY JACQUES BILLEAUD
Associated Press Writer

PHOENIX A proposal to allow concealed-
weapons permit-holders to bring guns to
community colleges and universities in
Arizona received its first endorsement at the
Legislature on Monday.

The measure has been promoted as a
way to reduce the carnage of school
shootings.

The 4-3 vote by the Arizona Senate’s
Judiciary Committee came 11 days after a
man killed five young people during a lec-
ture at Northern Illinois University before

turning a gun on himself.
Supporters said people with permits to

carry concealed weapons should be allowed
to brings guns to schools so they can defend
themselves and others if a gunman starts
shooting people and police haven’t yet
arrived at the scene.

Opponents said officers urgently
responding to school shootings might have
difficulty distinguishing innocent permit-
holders from gunmen.

The proposal originally would have
allowed permit-holders to carry guns on
K-12 campuses, but lawmakers scratched
the idea.

BY RACHEL D’ORO I Associated Press Writer

CORDOVA, Alaska For many in this coastal town, the 1989
Exxon Valdez disaster was an event so crushing that hard-
bitten fishermen still get teary-eyed recalling ruined liveli-
hoods, broken marriages and suicides.

But mostly, people in Cordova talk about the discourag-
ing wait for legal retribution for the worst oil spill in U.S.
history.

It’s been almost 19 years since the tanker Exxon Valdez
ran aground at Alaska’s Bligh Reef, spurting 11 million gal-
lons of crude into the rich fishing waters of Prince William
Sound. In 1994, an Anchorage jury awarded victims $5 bil-
lion in punitive damages. That amount has since been cut in
half by other courts on appeals by Exxon Mobil Corp.

Now the town of 2,200 looks anxiously to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which will hear arguments Wednesday from
Exxon on why the company should not have to pay punitive
damages at all.

Scores of Cordova residents are among almost 33,000
plaintiffs — including commercial fishermen, Alaska
Natives, landowners, businesses and local governments —
who could see the $2.5 billion judgment taken away by the
high court.

“With this legal system the way it has been protracted out,
people can’t put it behind them,” said Cordova Mayor Tim
Joyce. “The final recompense has never been made.”

Steve Smith, a 69-year-old Cordova fisherman, worries
that big business will prevail.

“I really wonder, what do you do if you don’t get a just
decision out of the Supreme Court,” he said on his boat
Prince William. “I mean, there’s no other court to take it to.
What do you got left, really? Anarchy?”

The spill soiled 1,200 miles of shoreline and killed hun-
dreds of thousands of birds and other marine animals,
inflicting environmental injuries that have not fully recov-
ered, according to numerous scientific studies. Exxon con-
tends it should not be liable for the actions of the Exxon
Valdez skipper, Joseph Hazelwood, when the supertanker
ran aground on March 24, 1989, with 53 millions gallons of
oil in its hold.

Prosecutors said Hazelwood was drunk, but he denied it
and was acquitted of the charge in criminal court.

Cordova itself, 45 miles from Bligh Reef, was not directly
touched by the slick. But residents say the spill was a crip-
pling blow for a town so dependent on commercial fishing,
particularly for herring, whose numbers plummeted several
years after the spill and have yet to return.

The mayor at the time of the spill later killed himself,
leaving a long suicide note that mentioned Exxon.

Mike Webber, a 47-year-old Native Alaskan artist and
fisherman from Cordova, said his marriage did not survive
the strain; he and his wife divorced two years after the spill.
With the fishing industry in shreds, he also began drinking
heavily, finally checking himself into rehab in 1998.

He said that he has been sober ever since, but that others
kept drinking and abusing drugs and sank into severe
depression and, in some cases, suicide.

Webber carved a “shame pole” last year to commemorate
the spill and will be in Washington this week with the 7-foot
carved piece of cedar, which depicts former longtime Exxon
chief executive Lee Raymond with dollar-sign eyes and a
Pinocchio-like nose. An oil slick pours from Raymond’s
mouth along with the words uttered by a top Exxon official
soon after the spill: “We will make you whole.”

“Well, they didn’t,” Webber said, his voice breaking. “They
just put a hole in us is what they did, right in our hearts and
it hurts. And they took part of our soul.”

According to plaintiffs, Exxon knew Hazelwood had
begun drinking again after seeking treatment, but the com-
pany still put him at the helm of the nearly 1,000-foot ship.

At issue is whether Exxon should have to pay any dam-
ages under the federal Clean Water Act and centuries-old
laws governing shipping.

Exxon maintains that punitive damages would be exces-
sive punishment beside the $3.5 billion in cleanup costs,
compensatory payments and fines it already has paid. As for
the environmental effects of the spill, the claim about severe,
continuing damage to the sound “is simply untrue,” accord-
ing to the Texas company, which earlier this month posted
the largest annual profit by a U.S. company — $40.6 billion.

“The environment in Prince William Sound is healthy,
robust and thriving,” Exxon spokesman Tony Cudmore said
in an e-mail to The Associated Press. “That’s the conclusion
of many scientists who have done extensive studies of the
Prince William Sound ecosystem.”

To the casual observer, the sound’s stunning beauty has
been restored, its many islands, fjords and glaciers a photog-
rapher’s dream. But residents in Cordova and other commu-
nities say the region is still a long way from healing. It took
years for salmon to rebound, and sea otters and Harlequin
ducks are still below pre-spill numbers.

An estimated 85 tons of crude linger, according to a federal
study released last year. Jars of oil-stained sand and rocks still
being dug up in the spill area can be examined at the Prince
William Sound Science Center at the south end of town.

Most devastating to Cordova residents, the once-lucrative
Pacific herring fishery has not returned in significant num-
bers since 1993, a failure precipitated by the spill, according
to a recent report by science center researchers. Exxon main-
tains there is no link between the spill and the virus that
reduced the number of herring.

The herring catch used to kick-start the entire town after
the quieter winter months. Herring meant a quick bounty
for fishermen and ready cash for boat insurance, equipment
repairs and new gear. For many, it represented a half year’s
earnings. Herring also brought auxiliary ships, processor
vessels, and plane crews for spotting the fish.

“A whole lifestyle has gone,” said restaurant owner Libbie
Graham. “Life was great. I mean, you worked hard but you
were rewarded for it.”

The year before the spill, Cordova received $1.2 million
— or 2 percent of the value of fish caught — through the
state’s raw fish tax, according to Joyce, the mayor. Post-spill,
the town’s annual cut has averaged around $500,000, reflect-
ing the loss of the herring and the falling price of salmon.

“When our budget is just $6 million, that’s a big hit for
us,” Joyce said.

Steve Picou, a sociologist with the University of South
Alabama who has been researching the effects of the spill on
Cordova residents, said that initially, reports of stress and
depression were directly linked to the loss of jobs for fishermen
and the damage to the environment so crucial to Alaska Natives
who hunt and fish for their food. Later, he said, the stress
increased because of the drawn-out court battle with Exxon.

“I find it not only ironic but tragic that the very process
that is supposed to resolve the social impacts of the Exxon
Valdez spill — that is, litigation — has, over time, become a
source of stress and disruption itself,” Picou said.

Fishing town still hurting
Supreme Court to decide if Exxon should pay for Valdez spill

I REALLY WONDER, WHAT
DO YOU DO IF YOU DON’T

GET A JUST DECISION OUT OF THE
SUPREME COURT. I MEAN, THERE’S

NO OTHER COURT TO TAKE IT TO.
WHAT DO YOU GOT LEFT, REALLY?

ANARCHY?”
Steve Smith, Cordova fisherman

Ammo 101: Lawmakers back
bringing guns to college

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?
CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 15!

Call us at (310) 458-7737
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BY EMILY ZEUGNER
Associated Press Writer

When Bronna Bodenstein’s “only child”
Moe D. Beagle has a particularly hard day,
she knows just how to pamper him: a few
rounds of fetch, a belly rub and an evening
unwinding to the relaxing scent of “Rose
Petal Pooch,” an aromatherapy candle made
just for dogs, infused with essential oils and
Peruvian balsam bark.

Bodenstein, 54, of Pikesville, Md., consid-
ers herself the quintessential customer for
her store Earthdoggy.com, an online distrib-
utor of earth-friendly products for pets: a
self- described “crunchy granola” who drives
a hybrid car and buys eco- friendly laundry
detergent and also loves her dog.

For Bodenstein, earth conscious pet
products are a natural extension of her green
lifestyle.

“I buy green because I care about the
environment,” she said “but I also love to do
good things for my dog.”

Fueled by increasing popularity of envi-
ronmentally friendly products of all kinds,
the sustainable pet product industry is
expected to grow to nearly $1 billion in sales
by 2009, according to Packaged Facts, a con-
sumer research company in Rockville, Md.
Many pet stores are adding special eco-
friendly sections to their aisles, and online
sales are booming.

Now in its third year of operation,
Earthdoggy.com is one of at least a dozen
online retailers specializing in environ-
mentally friendly pet products. The store

carries everything from natural peanut
butter-flavored dog cookies to eco-friendly
plush squeaky toys. Their top seller is a
$120 dog bed made from recycled materi-
als and printed with low-impact dyes, and
a $75 organic cotton quilt designed to pro-
tect car seats from pet hair is so popular it’s
out of stock.

Bodenstein says she sells environmental-
ly-friendly accessories for all facets of a pet’s
life, from snout to tail — even biodegradable
plastic baggies for picking up dog poop.

“A green product helps the planet no
matter what it is,” Bodenstein said. “If you’re
going to buy a collar or a dog bed anyway,
why not pick an earth-friendly one?”

But the industry isn’t all lavender and
mint dog shampoo and stylish leashes made
of hemp. In addition to environmental ben-
efits, green pet accessories tend to be much
safer for dogs and cats, said Donn Griffith,
president of the American Holistic
Veterinary Medical Association. The pet
industry has little or no regulation, he said,
so that cheap rubber bone you bought for

Fido might be coated with poisonous chem-
icals or tainted with lead.

At his practice in Columbus, Ohio,
Griffith sees increasing numbers of dogs and
cats with liver and pancreatic problems,
complications that can come from ingesting
toxins in chew toys and treats.

“Conventional rawhides and pig ears are
treated with chemical solutions that give off
a slow dose of poison,” he said. “Pet owners
need to be informed about what they are
giving their animals.”

Last spring’s massive pet food recall after
tainted food from China was linked to dog
and cat deaths was “a wake-up call” for
Stacey Toibin, 38, whose household in
Chicago includes three cats and a dog.
Toibin already bought natural food for her
pets, but suddenly her laundry basket of
plastic chew toys for Thunder, her Boxer,
seemed suspect.

“I was horrified,” she said. “The message
is even if you think you’re buying a high-end
brand of food or a fancy toy, unless it says
‘natural’ you really can’t trust it.”

Toibin now buys exclusively natural and
eco-friendly products for her animals, many
from her new online business,
Ecopetlife.com. Although the green pet
accessories sold there cost “easily double”
what their conventional counterparts would,
she thinks the extra cost is worth it. “Our
pets depend on us to make the right choices
for them,” Toibin said.

But daily treats of whole-grain doggie
cookies and organic catnip can add up fast,
said Marcia Martin, a veterinarian in Boca
Raton, Fla.

“I love the whole concept but I have kids
and a family to buy for too,” she said. “I try
to fit as much into my lifestyle as I can.”

For Martin, that means shelling out for
“people grade” meat and natural treats
for her daschund and Labrador retriever,
but saying no to pricey recycled dog tags
and pet jerseys knit from unbleached
merino wool.

Bodenstein has fewer reservations.
With no kids and only her beloved Moe to
dote on, she happily buys most of the
products she sells, from all-natural dog-
gie spa products to aromatherapy
deodorizer sprays — eco-friendly treats
she acknowledges are just as much for her
as for her dog.

“I don’t think Moe knows or cares about
most of this stuff,” she said.“But Moe likes to
roll in poop so I don’t really trust his taste in
products, if you know what I mean.”

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

Even your dog is getting green

A GREEN PRODUCT HELPS THE PLANET 
NO MATTER WHAT IT IS. IF YOU’RE GOING

TO BUY A COLLAR OR A DOG BED ANYWAY, 
WHY NOT PICK AN EARTH-FRIENDLY ONE?”

Bronna Bodenstein, Earthdoggy.com
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 56°

SWELL FORECAST ( 10-15 FT )
Today’s swell should back off with size a couple
feet overhead at west facing breaks for the AM,
chest to at times head high for south facing
breaks able to work the wrap. High pressure
should move in Tuesday for some mild weather.
Winds should start off offshore, but could be a
little breezy from LA north (12 mph or so from
the ENE at wind-prone spots). Tide isn't looking
like much of an issue.

LONG RANGE SYANOPSIS
TRACKING SOUTHERN HEMI AND NW SWELLS FOR THE 2ND...

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

BY MIKE HARRIS
Associated Press Writer 

Carl Edwards won the rain-delayed Auto
Club 500 on Monday, charging past
NASCAR Sprint Cup champion Jimmie
Johnson with 13 laps remaining. Johnson,
winner of the past two Cup titles, came out
of the final pit stop in the lead with 26 laps
left. But Edwards surged from third to cap-
ture the eighth victory of his career.

Edwards showed good form on his tradi-
tional victory backflip in front of the main
grandstand after taking the checkered flag in
a race that ended under caution when Dale
Jarrett spun on the final lap.

Edwards had it all but wrapped up at that
point, driving his Roush Fenway Racing No.
99 Ford to a lead of more than four seconds
over Johnson. It was his first victory at
Fontana but his seventh top-10 finish in
eight starts at Auto Club Speedway, formerly
known as California Speedway.

“Well, it looked like Jimmie was the guy
to beat at the end,” Edwards said. “It was fun
racing with him. I want to thank Bob
(Osborne, the crew chief) and all my team-
mates for working so hard this winter.”

Jeff Gordon, who dominated Sunday’s
racing, was third. He was followed by Kyle
Busch and Roush’s Matt Kenseth, who had
won the two previous February races at this
track. Another Roush driver, Greg Biffle,
won this event in 2005.

The Roush Fenway team got off to a slow
start with NASCAR’s new Car of Tomorrow
that was introduced with a 16-race schedule
in 2007. It was Johnson, Gordon and their
Hendrick Motorsports teammates that
dominated the CoT race last year.

But, with the new car running the full
schedule this season, it appears Roush
Fenway has figured it out.

Edwards went into the final round of pit
stops under caution on lap 221 while lead-
ing. He came out behind Johnson, Gordon
and Roush Fenway teammate Jamie
McMurray.

He quickly passed McMurray after the

green flag waved for the start of lap 225 and
set out after the leaders, passing Gordon for
second on lap 233 and moving alongside
Johnson’s No. 48 Chevrolet on lap 236.

They stayed side-by-side for almost two
laps before Edwards nosed ahead and then
began to pull away.

“Carl Edwards was in another league.
We’ve got some work to do to catch those
guys,” said Gordon, whose engine blew sec-
onds before the last of 12 caution flags in the
race froze the field and assured his third-
place finish.

Gordon, a four-time Cup champion,
and teammate Johnson, who finished 1-2
in points last year, got off to a tough start
last week at Daytona. They finished 39th
and 27th.

“It’s a good rebound from Daytona and
we’ll roll on,” said Johnson, who won 10
races last season. “I was too loose off the cor-
ners to do anything with Carl.”

Johnson said the new car performed well
on the two-mile oval at the track formerly
known as California Speedway.

“Maybe another practice session would
have helped,” Johnson added, referring to all
the track time lost to rain Friday and
Saturday. “I think it would have helped the
whole field.”

About 25,000 fans, far short of the
approximate 120,000 capacity, showed up
Monday, with the sun peeking out from high
clouds and temperatures moving into the
high 60s.

The drivers spent most of Sunday waiting
through rain, track drying and attempts to
stop water seeping through seams of the
track. The race finally began about 2 1/2
hours late, followed by a rain delay of just
more than an hour and then a five-hour wait
after a downpour. NASCAR and track offi-
cials finally gave up after 11 p.m. and post-
poned the conclusion until Monday.

Accidents during Sunday’s 87 laps
involved Dale Earnhardt Jr., Casey Mears,
Sam Hornish Jr., Reed Sorenson and Denny
Hamlin. Only Mears and Hornish were
unable to get back into the action.

NASCAR

Edwards takes the
checkered flag 

BY FRED GOODALL
Associated Press Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. The Tampa Bay
Rays have had internal discussions about the
prospect of pursuing Barry Bonds. Manager
Joe Maddon said Monday he knew “little”
about what was going on, but acknowledged
some thought has been given to the career
home-run leader.

“A minor discussion was thrown 
out there a little bit, and it’s really not
gone any further than that,” Maddon said
after Monday’s workout at the team’s
spring training facility. “That’s all it is
right now.”

The St. Petersburg Times reported in
Monday’s editions that team officials have
conferred among themselves about Bonds
and other veteran unsigned free agents,
such as Kenny Lofton and Mike Piazza.
Andrew Friedman, Rays vice president of
baseball operations, called the report a
“non-story.”

Bonds, who broke Henry Aaron’s career
home run record last summer, has pleaded
not guilty to perjury and obstruction of jus-
tice charges stemming from testimony to a
federal grand jury in 2003 in which he said
he never knowingly used performance-
enhancing drugs.

Maddon shrugged off a question about
how Bonds might fit in with the Rays if the
team decided to pursue him and ultimately
added him to the roster.

“It’s hard to conjecture. ... I don’t know
this man. I only know what I read, and I’m
very much open to meeting people and
drawing my own conclusions about people.
I don’t necessarily believe everything that I
read,” Maddon said.

“For me to create conjecture of what it’s
going to be like, I really don’t want to go
there right now. ... So many things are
going good right now. If I have to face
those moments, I’ll do it at the appropriate
time. But for right now, it’s really about
nothing.”

MLB

Tampa Bay Rays thinking of Bonds



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2008Visit us online at smdp.com
People In theNews

15

Welcome an extraordinary year heading in your direc-
tion. How you handle situations, the twists and turns
you might take, could change many of your life choices.
Listen to the people around you who care. Choose to do
nothing halfway. Expose yourself to new types of peo-
ple; learn what makes them tick. Travel and education
are also highlighted. If you are single, you will meet people with ease. With the theme of “different”
this year, you could choose someone from a totally new background. Communication excels. If you
are attached, by opening up to new ideas, you will be able to accept your sweetie far better.

Happy Birthday

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at http://www.jacquelinebigar.com  (c) 2006 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Say yes, Aries

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

1/2 Price haircuts
with owner on Sundays

100% of the proceeds go to the
charity of your choice.
1st time clients only.

310-393-7947
201 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 120 
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Give to 
Yourself
& Others

HOST AN 
INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENT

GLOBAL STUDENT
SERVICES, USA

310-391-7800

EARN UP TO
$750 per month

Students Arrive Year Round

Designer Eye Wear Sale 
All Frames in Inventory

Up to 70% OFF*

2926 Wilshire Blvd. (Stanford & Yale), Santa Monica
310.453.0400 * See details at store.

And More!

E Y E W E A R

SEND US YOUR ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS!
EMAIL TO: DANIELA@SMDP.COM OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com

WHOOPI GOLDBERG
seemed sad and choked
up on “The View” Monday
when her fellow co-hosts
discussed how she was
not included in a montage
featuring Oscar hosts dur-
ing the Academy Awards
telecast.

The 52-year-old
Goldberg has received
two Oscar nominations,
winning for her role as
Oda Mae Brown in 1990’s
“Ghost.” She hosted the
event in 1994, 1996,
1999 and 2002. She did,
however, appear as an
Oscar winner in a sepa-
rate montage Sunday
night.

Goldberg appeared
stumped that the academy
would leave her out of the
one clip, as well as repeat
host Steve Martin.

Joy Behar said “being
slighted is never fun.”
Sherri Shepherd wondered
if Goldberg had made
someone mad.

“Undoubtedly,”
Goldberg said, smiling.
“Undoubtedly I (bleeped)
somebody off yet again.
You know what, I don’t — I
don’t know.”

“Hey, we think you’re
a great host,” reassured
Barbara Walters, the cre-
ator of the ABC chatfest.

“I think we should do
our own montage of you to
make up for it,”
Hasselbeck said.

“This makes up for it,”
Goldberg responded,
before getting up and kiss-
ing each co-host on the
cheek. She and Walters
embraced.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Whoopi
gets dissed

VALERIE BERTINELLI
says despite her girl-
next-door image, her
marriage to Eddie Van
Halen was hurt by infi-
delity and drug use —
by her, too.

“I wasn’t an angel,
either. I cheated, too,”
Bertinelli said. “He
claims to this day that I
cheated first, but I
don’t know. I don’t
know about the timing.”

Bertinelli, who
starred in the long-run-
ning sitcom “One Day
at a Time,” married Van
Halen in 1981 when she
was 20. She said she
was “destroying my
body,” trying to keep up
with a rock-star lifestyle
on the weekends and
weeks off from taping
her TV show.

AP

BERTINELLI: I CHEATED, TOO

The Oscar winner, former
host left out of montage

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Keep communication open and know
that you can avoid some of the drama. Tonight:
Say yes to an offer.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Others come to you. Tonight: Take an
overview.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ A boss might be flattering, but it doesn’t
hurt to look at the true motive. Tonight: Off to
the gym.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Your relaxed style will make a differ-
ence. Tonight: Fun and games.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Build on strong foundations. Tonight:
Cozy at home.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Think before you leap. Allow greater
fun in your life. Sometimes we all get too seri-
ous. Tonight: Visit with a friend.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Your follow-through makes a differ-

ence. Tonight: Stay close to home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You might want to rethink a question
or approach it differently. Help others feel good
about themselves. Tonight: What would make
you happy?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ Take your time, and you’ll discover just
what is necessary to do. Your intuition homes
in on a financial matter. Tonight: Do a vanishing
act.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Zero in on what you want. You’ll come
out on top of your game. Tonight: More the
merrier.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Your efficiency and values make a good
mix. Tonight: A must appearance.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Look to the overview. Detach and ask
for feedback. Recognize how many different
ways there are to look at a situation.  Tonight:
Surf the Internet or go to a movie. Let your
mind relax.



16 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2008 A newspaper with issues
Comics & Stuff

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian Anderson

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Dog eat Doug

Janric Classic Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

Difficulty
SILVER

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

© 2006 Janric Enterprises Dist. by Creators Syndicate Inc.
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By John Deering

By Dave CoverlySpeed Bump

Strange Brew

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com

The first one to identify where this shot was taken wins a prize from the Daily Press. Send
answers to editor@smdp.com.

7  12  13  19  22
Meganumber: 0
Jackpot: $12M

2  25  33  35  41
Meganumber: 10
Jackpot: $9M

19  20  21  31  34

MIDDAY: 8  2  7
EVENING: 0  7  4

1st: 02 Lucky Star
2nd: 11 Money Bags
3rd: 01 Gold Rush
RACE TIME: 1.41.51

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

1266 Battle of Benevento:
An army led by

Charles, Count of Anjou, defeats a
combined German and Sicilian
force led by King Manfred of Sicily.
Manfred is killed in the battle and
Pope Clement IV invests Charles
as king of Sicily and Naples.

1658 Treaty of Roskilde:
After a devastating

defeat in the Northern Wars (1655-
1661), the King of Denmark-Norway
is forced to give up nearly half his
territory to Sweden to save the rest.

1794 Christiansborg Castle,
Copenhagen burns

down.

1797 The Bank of England
issues the first one-

pound and two-pound notes.

1815 Napoleon Bonaparte
escapes from Elba.

1848 The second French
Republic is proclaimed.

1863 U.S. President Abraham
Lincoln signs the

National Banking Act into law.

1870 In New York City, the
first pneumatic-sub-

way opens.

1885 The Berlin Act, which
resulted from the

Berlin Conference regulating
European colonization and trade in
Africa, is signed

1887 At the SCG, George
Lohmann becomes

the first bowler to take eight wick-
ets in a Test innings.

1897 Sigma Pi Fraternity,
International was

founded at Vincennes University.

1917 The Original Dixieland
Jass Band records the

first ever jazz record for the Victor
Talking Machine Company in New York.

TODAY IN HISTORY

■ China's historical fascination
with crickets has recently been
exhibited in cricket beauty con-
tests, singing competitions and
prize fights, according to a
January Los Angeles Times dis-
patch, and has led even to increas-
ing vigilance about crickets cheat-
ing with performance-enhancing
drugs. The fighters duel in terrari-
um-sized containers, and, accord-
ing to the Times, "Overhead cam-
eras (project) the action onto
large screens," allowing specta-
tors close-ups of crickets tossing
each other around with their pow-
erful jaws. The best fighters may
sell for the equivalent of $10,000,
are raised on vegetables and calci-
um supplements, and are sexually
active before fights. The doping
issue mostly involves the
"singers"; slowing the vibration of
the cricket's wings produces an
attractively lower pitch. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

lliissssoomm \LISS-uhm\, adjective;
also lissome: 1. Limber; sup-
ple; flexible. 2. Light and
quick in action; nimble; agile;
active.

WORD UP!
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CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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Announcements
GROUP FOR Women In Addictive Un-
healthy Relationships. Time 7-8:45 
p.m. Thursdays. Location on Westside. 
Call Lynelle Goodreau, LMFT. 
818.995.3547
Fee $45 per peson

LIFE RECOVERY
12-Step / Christ-Centered
www.12steppin2jesus.com

310-463-4945

TRAINED OPERA singer available to 
sing jolson songs, oldies. Available 
for all sorts of parties and occas-
sions. There will be a sing-a-long! 
Gabe (310)392-6501

Employment

APPT. SETTERS experienced in cold 
calling needed. Work P/T or F/T from 
home. scheduling to pick up clothing 
and household items for a blind char-
ity. Potential $400/week. Call Manny 
(310)753-4909

CASHIER POSITION FOR gas station. 
Immediate positions available. Cus-
tomer service. Call for more informa-
tion. (310)451-2355, (310)498-7910

CHIROPRACTORS
POSITION available, fully equipped of-

fice with front office staff.
Fax resume to 323-525-1140, or email 

mindy.rosenman@yahoo.com

Business
Opportunity

Partners Wanted
Call on Schools, clubs, PTA,

Organizations and friends
Excellent communication

Skills needed
Call (310)697-3177
Math Maze USA Redondo Beach, Ca
Women and Spanish speakers

Encouraged to apply

Excellent profit potential

COOK 
OCEAN HOUSE, an elegant senior liv-
ing residence in Santa Monica, is 
looking for an ideal candidate for it's 
line cook position. Duties include 
participating in the daily menu pro-
duction, preparing and coordinates 
daily breakfast, lunch and dinners 
from standardized recipes. Working 
line shifts daily to ensure speedy 
service. Ensuring kitchen equipment 
is clean, operable, and properly main-
tained on a daily basis. This is a full 
time position with benefits after 3 
months, medical, dental, vision.
401(k) plan and meal plan as well. If 
you have a great attitude and enjoy 
working on a great team, please come 
by and fill out an application at 2107 
Ocean Ave., SM,CA 90405 or fax a re-
sume to (310) 314-7356.

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 3rd 
St. Promenade 215 Broadway. Must be 
experienced. Immediate openings. Apply 
afternoons in person.  (310) 396-9898.

Employment
PT/FT SALESPERSON for a hardware 
store. Call (310) 395-1158

GIVE OF YOURSELF volunteers wanted 
at the discovery shop. Help us contrib-
ute to the American cancer society by 
spending 4 hours per week assisting in 
our resale shop in Santa Monica. Con-
tact Terry or Shaunna at (310)458-4490

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available 
in the Environmental Services De-
partment. Looking for part time 
housekeepers/ floor techs. Hospi-
tal Experience preferred. Call 
(310)829-8431 for interview.

MANAGER 
EL Segundo - immediate opening 
for an experienced manager to over-
see entire operations of very busy, 
state-of-the-art carwash.  
Responsible for personnel, hiring, 
training, scheduling, customer serv-
ice matters, Inventory control; oversee 
equipment maintenance, multiple 
daily sales computer reports. 
This location has been profiled in 
multiple magazines and is considered 
one of the busiest car washes in the 
nation.  It also serves as the training 
center for investors, customers, in-
dustry leaders, and all corporate per-
sonnel.   
Candidate must posses minimum of 5 
yrs management exp, excellent com-
puter skills, mechanical aptitude a 
plus. Weekend work required. 

F/T with benefits, Excellent Pay
Fax to Maria 310 673-0276  or email 

to mariaa@nswash.com 

MUSIC BOOKING agency sales. p/t flex. 
(310)998-8305 xt 88

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME Driver. Must 
have own car, need to be familiar with 
L.A. have Ca. driver’s license, English 
speaking. Can earn up to $100/ a day. 
Submit resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

PART-TIME SALES position for legal sec-
retaries. Our attorney service is looking 
for referrals to law firms. Referrals re-
sult in ongoing commissions. Submit 
resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

PETITIONERS WANTED
To gather signatures for registered 
voters to qualify ballot measures. You 
decide when/where to work. No experi-
ence nec. 

Up to $200/day or more.
24 hr. hotline (310)281-7529 or
Leave message (310)412-4888

(Special petition right now for Santa 
Monica residents to circulate)

RECEPTIONIST
BUSY WLA Commercial RE office seeks 
a receptionist to answer phone and as-
sist with general clerical duties. Excel-
lent phone etiquette and strong com-
puter skill required. 310.231.5299 x201

SALES OF Cruise & Tour Pkgs
30 hrs/wk Flex sch. Base + Comm

Pd. Tng. No cold calling
40 yr Natl tour Co. Near LAX 

New facility. 
Aaron 1 800 922 9000

Employment

SALES PROS:
Exciting opportunity with industry 
leader. Entering our 24th yr in Santa 
Monica, we need self motivated and 
success oriented individuals wanting 
to work from home. Training + Great 
commissions + bonuses. Talk 
with Fortune 1000 business execu-
tives. We supply great new leads and 
existing accounts from our database 
Full time/Part Time
Call or email Valerie for interview:
vteague@shomex.com, 
(310) 450-8831 (ext 133)

SEEKING AN experienced resident man-
ager team for a 40 unit apt. bldg in 
Venice. Strong leasing and mgt. Skills 
needed, light maintenance skills re-
quired, compensation is a free one 
bdrm apt. plus monthly salary. Please 
fax resume to (310)306-4498 or email 
to supervisor2@jkwproperties.com

Career Opportunities

CREATE WEALTH and Freedom now. 
Make your Annual income 

your Monthly income.
Training, no exp. nec. 800-541-5892. 

iseekgrowth.com

For Sale

200 GALLON fish tank with pumps 
and a huge base just reupholstered in 
black.
$800.00.
Mike 310-989-9444

LIFE Fitness Elliptical Cross-Trainer 
Paid $4000.00 New will sacrifice 
$1600.00
Like new barely used. Contact Mike 
@ 310-989-9444

SPA/HOT TUB 2008 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for 
$1950 (310) 479-3054

SURFBOARD MC Coy 7'4" Gun first 
$200.00 takes it.  Contact Mike @ 
310-989-9444

Bookkeeping Services

QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

For Rent
2BDRM/1BATH. 20TH st. and Pico. 
Hardwood floors, stove, refrigerator, 
$1850. (310)273-1185

3 HOUSES for rent in Santa Monica, 
close to college, move-in ready,1828 
21st st.  Front house 3bdrm/1bath 
$3500, back house 3bdrm/1bath 3500, 
middle house 1bdrm/1bath $1800. all 
hardwood floors, new kitchen cabinets, 
gated parking. Call(714)450-0224

MAR VISTA $1600 spacious two 
bdrm/2bath lower. Patio. Parking. 
Stove, refrigerator, intercom entry, car-
pet, blinds, no pets. Centinela, near 
Palms. (310)456-5659

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

12321 Ocean Park  2bd/1ba $2495,
1234 11th st 1bd/1ba $1650

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com

SANTA MONICA $1025, single w/ sm. 
den, 1 bath, no pets, stove, refrigerator, 
parking, 2535 Kansas ave. #108-B, 
Open Daily for viewing 9am-7pm. Addi-
tional info in unit. Manager in #101

WLA  $2450, 2+2 unobstructed ocean 
view/ sunsets, top of hill, private sun-
deck, newly redeco, clean and quiet, 
(310)390-4610

Apartment Wanted

SEEKING GUEST house in SM, Pacific 
Palisades, Venice area. Clean, quiet, 
non-smoking, responsible, working 
female. Excellent References
Wendy (310)749-0787

Commercial Lease

HIGH EXPOSURE ground floor retail 
space in Santa Monica. Approx. 600 
sq.ft. with large storefront window. 15 
ft exposed beam ceilings, exposed 
brick walls.
Tenant is responsible for utilities (ap-
prox 250/mo). Available for move-in 
in 30 days. Available to view immedi-
ately. Sublease.
The space is between Fred Segal and 
the Third Street Promenade. Next to 
independent retailers, Vans, Active, 
Benihana, Border Grille, two large 
parking structures.
Term: through July 2011. Please email 
or call 310-922-4060 
for more details.

SANTA MONICA 2941 Main Street. 
Creative office space 
$750-$1000/month. 
Parking available. 
MDR 13322 Washington 500-1900 sq. 
ft. office space for lease. 
PAR Commercial 
(310)395-2663.xt.112

Legal Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Real Estate

RENTAL INCOME Opportunity -  Cute 
cottage home for $97,000 - 3 br 1 
bath, over 1200 square feet.  Close to 
malls, shopping, restaurants -  Beau-
tiful Chattanooga, Tennessee.  Darla 
Carroll - Crye-Leike Realtors - 
423-774-4624
darla.carroll@crye-leike.com

Condos for Sale

PLAYA VISTA: FINAL OPPTY -

CLOSEOUT PRICING: 2bd+2ba
for $547,204! Playa Vista. Special
financing through the builder's
preferred lender. Models also for
sale. Contact Coronado by Warm-
ington Homes CA. 310-857-2850.

www.warmingtonhomesca.com.

PLAYA VISTA: NEW CONSTRUCTION:
Loft inspired living

from the mid - $500,000's! Co
certo Lofts by Warmington Homes
CA. Call: 310-857-2850 or visit us

at: www.LIVEatCONCERTO.com

Health/Beauty

WEIGHT LOSS
CHALLENGE!!

� In Santa Monica
� Cash Prizes 

for the winners!!
� Personal wellness coach

� Winner from last round
lost 21 lbs, 31 inches

(310) 882-0757
fitclub_jake@yahoo.com  

Fitness
Personal Training, Physiotherapy, 

Nutrition Counseling, Group Training 
and Organic Meals designed and 

delivered to your door. 
www.nk-evolutionbody.com 
natashakufa@hotmail.com 

(818) 620-3376

Lost & Found
LOST LONG haired black and tan female 
miniature dachsund puppy goes by the 
name Nini. Lost at 17th and Arizona. 
Greatly Missed. Please return. REWARD, 
missing on Valentine’s Day 2/14 at 
4:30pm. Please call with any informa-
tion. (262)716-4270 or (262)716-4147

REWARD, LOST 20 lb siamese male 
cat with blue eyes, black face, and a 
long black tail. 14 months old. Last 
seen 1/20/08 at Broadway and 18th 
st. in Santa Monica. Call 
(310)828-6701 or email 
loisannpepitone@yahoo.com

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers 
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet. Incall/ Outcall 
special rate, Crystal (310) 339-6709.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature Europen. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Personals

��
Talk to a Model

24HRS.
310-424-5787

Cust. Asst.:
949-999-5900

$10–17 for 15 min.
Credit/Debit cards/Checks by Phone

www.USLove.com

Vehicles for sale
ELECTRIC CAR Santa Monica Street 
Legal 2007 Barely used Perfect condi-
tion, Silver Metallic, Looks like H3 
Hummer fully loaded. Paid $15,000 
will sacrifice $9950.00   Contact Mike 
@ 310-989-9444

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Run your personals here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

Shop our easy-to-use directory  for services of every kind. 

Post your serv ices by call ing today !

Prepay your ad today! 458-7737(310)

Vehicles for sale

SUZUKI ATV 250  2004, Used 3 Times 
looks and rides brand new wife's 
quad, paid $3400, first  $2400.00 
takes it.
Contact Mike @ 310-989-9444

Trained in Family Therapy by
Carl Whitaker, M.D. & Walter Kempler, M.D.

DR. LEN BERGANTINO
Clinical Psychology

FAMILY THERAPY IN YOUR HOME
Dipolomate in Family Psychology

American Board of Professional Psychology

PSY 3887 Call (310) 207-9397

Services

BILL WALTER - LOCKSMITH
Residential & Commercial

License # LCO-4438
Emergency Service 24/7

(310) 396-7784

Services

GREG’S CABINET & FURNITURE
REFINISHING

(Kitchen)
CCabinett Refinishing

Specialist
gregscabinetrefinishing.com

2015 3/4 Main St, SM
310.396.8741

Services

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman

WEST SIDE
HANDYMAN

(310) 409-3244
Call the House Healer

All
Repairs-

Carpentry- Painting-
Plastering- Electrical

Termite & Dry
Rot Repair

Not a
Licensed

Contractor

Services

HHandyy Man

• Carpentry
• Frame/Finish 

• Foundation/Concrete 
• DryWall, Paint, Elec.
• Lighting Landscape
• Hardscape Furniture
• Architectural Design

• Plans & Permits
-Green & Sustainable

-Free Consultation
-Unlicensed

10% off 1st Job
27 Years exp.

Calll (310)) 430-2806

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
SPECIALISTS IN ALL 

DAMAGE REPAIR

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Services

Moving

Pool and Spa

JIM DELANTEY
Swimming  Pool service

(818)312-3922 

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

SELL YOUR 
CAR FAST!
Advertise your used car for sale in the 
only LOCAL DAILY newspaper in town.

$45FOR ONLY

1964 Pontiac Catalina
New Transmission, new paint job. 150K
original miles. Immaculate condition
inside. Kept in garage for many years.
Must see! 
$3,000 (310) 458-7737

Run it until it sells!*

Package includes:
■ Ad runs until your car sells. Period.*
■ Large format photograph.
■ 20 word description.
■ FREE online placement!

Call us today at
(310) 458-7737
Take advantage of this great offer.

Ad shown actual size

SAMPLE AD!

*Terms and conditions. Ad will run for thirty (30) consecutive
days. After 30 days, ad will expire and advertiser must call to sched-
ule a free renewal. Ads are renewed for an additional 2 weeks.
Advertiser must call within 5 days of ad expiration to renew. If renew-
al is placed after 5 days of ad expiration, advertiser must pay full price.
Photographs must be submitted digitally in JPG or TIFF format. Email
photographs to anniek@smdp.com. Photographs only appear on
print edition. 20 word description maximum; additional words 50
cents. Call for more details. Private parties only. Terms subject to
change without notice.

Locals are
more likely

to surf.
and come to work in a

better mood.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737

If money’s burning 

a hole in your

pocket, it’s not a 

new pair of pants

you need.

FEEDTHEPIG.ORG
FIND THE BENEFITS OF SAVING FOR EVERY STAGE OF LIFE.

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT
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